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November 2, 2020
(2:00 p.m.)

Meeting Minutes
Council Members Ron Salem &Michael Boylan
Meeting Date: 
October 28, 2020 

Topic: 

Ideas on Social Justice 
Location: 
Virtual Zoom Meeting – No Location 

In Attendance:
Council Member Ron Salem (At-Large District 2), Council Member Michael Boylan (District 6), Sheriff Mike Williams (JSO), Tammy Morris (JSO), Peggy Sidman (General Counsel), Judge Marc Mahon, Public Defender Charlie Coffer, Cindy Funkhowser (Sulzbacher Center), Representative Mia Jones (Agape), Angela Strain (We Care Jax), and Sonia Johnson (District 6 ECA).

Meeting Convened: 10:30 a.m.
Councilman Salem welcomed all and made introductions of the various attendees.
Explained the meeting was to discuss the joint City & Sheriff department’s Mental Health pilot program initiative.
Sheriff Williams – explained the general state of mental health within the prison system and the issues not being addressed currently and this program will provide a long-term comprehensive plan with having a facility within the jail to provide mental health.

Judge Mahon – appreciates the resources being put forth to address nuisance crimes while keeping people out of jail and looks at it as a humane solution and offered that the court is ready to help.

CM Boylan - asked about the percentage of people in jail that fall into that mental health category and what does it take in personnel to help deal with the problem.

Tammy Morris – stated that 13% of inmates are on psychotic medication and have hospital & mental health needs.
Charlie Coffer – stated the need for this program in dealing with issues that keep on recycling and to help stabilize people in order to stay out of the criminal justice system.

Cindy Funkhouser – stated this program will work with all at the table at the same time as a comprehensive collaborative approach; involving the court, State Attorney’s office, Public Defender’s office, JSO, and Mental Health Resource Center. This will break the cycle of recidivism as it focuses more on the mental health aspect and be able to provide intensive care management services.

CM Salem – stated the importance of tracking statistics for this expensive pilot program and will continue to look for outside funding, and also wanted to know if all the individuals will graduate from the program with some kind of Medicare insurance.
CM Boylan – is looking to establish a pilot program with a process that requires deliverables and asked as to how will the money be used?

He is also starting a series of workshops to focus on issues of community concerns that Jax Care program will be able to intercept sooner.

Also, Walmart is bringing a clinic into district 6 as a partnership with the program.
Peggy Sidman – stated that it will be used between personnel and employment and currently working on the contract that will offer additional details for the continuation of the program and the funding source.
Angela Strain – stated that Jax Care was created for uninsured adults as a centralized intake pilot program and offers behavioral, mental and dental care support.  They are in some districts with brick & mortar clinics.  Looking to accelerate year 1 with enhancements to be able to serve more and optimize program successes.

Mia Jones – wanted to know if the program will allow for the release from jail with affiliated documentations and prescription of medicine.

CM Salem – expressed the excitement of the program and thanked all for their participation.

Meeting Adjourned: 11:40 a.m.
The written minutes for this meeting are only an overview of what was discussed.
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